AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

menace to justice and liberty because it is
backed by the power of a nation whose supreme
genius lies in organisation and which for
centuries has been taught to regard the career
of arms as the most glorious.

When on the motion of President Wilson
in 1919 the Peace Conference adopted the
Covenant of the League, the hopes of all good
men were high. Over forty nations bound
themselves to bring in the reign of law into
their mutual relations in place of the reign of
war. Machinery for consultation and discus-
sion was set up in Geneva and equipped with
permanent headquarters and an international
secretariat. Thither went the statesmen of
Europe to Assembly and Council and Com-
mittee. The radios of the world listened in.
Real and important successes were achieved.